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Mrs. Mottinger, 48, had been stabbed
; at least 13 times in the chest. Her badly
,,:decomposed. body.:.;was,. ,discovered .
~under a' tarp by a ,;couple' and a child
~'whohad been.l()()~ngfor.b~~terflies: ..
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'Posta/lnspectors Maye
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Have Major Break

In Mottinger Case
Postal inspectors are trying to trace Macioch said manufacturers of

the origin of a theater curtain in ~ope similar curtains have been located in
this will lead them to the killer of Elgin Tiffin, Cincinnati and Canton, but that

postmistress Betty Jane Mottinger. none of those firms said it m~ theThe determination that the cloth the curtain in question. ~ ~
body was found wrapped in was a A New York City company, one of the~theater backdrop, not a painter's drop largest distributors of theatrical cur­
cloth as originally believed, is one of the tains in the nation, has been asked to
few breaks investigators have had supply a list of all the manufacturers
since Mrs. Mottinger, 48, of Ohio City, east of the Mississippi River, Macioch
was abducted on Aug. 9 from the tiny said ..lie said the list of about 25 firms
post office. should arrive this week.

The victim had been stabbed at least The curtain material is believed to be
13 times. Her body was found near a expensive and could have been used by
soybean field about a mile west of a traveling theatrical group or possibly
Findlay Sept. 18. a rock band, postal inspectors reported.

Postal inspector Tom Macioch said A task force of 10postal inspectors is
that learning the fabric was theater working on the case and is based at
curtain was significant because the Best Western VanWert Inn.

tightly woven, fire-resistant cotton' is P r k Ma' "S 'y'"manufactured by relatively fewfirms. 0 Ice s~e flon· onn ,
,.-' ·.~Ifwe find·the 'manufacturer, then . Ba~m~ardner, 45, f~r~erlr' of il.

we can go througn-records and see who.: Lowsvipe, Ky., for.questiomng,,? the: .
. they made it for and who might have" case.' Postal,- :lnspectofs . say.;.
-: hadi(afterthat,~: Maciochsaid .. '.. , ...i., Bau~g~rdner ".fIts' :·the .' ~en~r~1:-:
·'/"'.Hei.smd,,;·.the:s!oth'was cut from, a;' ,des~rlpbonof a man ~ns!ttmgma~z

;.'\IarcrPiece"of,matenal a~d,appearg,~! car mfro~t of th~post offlce~~~~~~~~,.1.>f()-' ve:Peen,usea:as~a,pamt~r'sdtop' ~:~rs. Mottmger disap~r~.,.~,. '.-."'7': 'lit;
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